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WQ@, here's a story for you: Saéltah Perry was a e;/ ; iwtpb}bm
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Xﬂ% nurse who had been wor klng dally at an 61d f U:Kﬂ:)/o ?f/
zoo in a dese@/ed/ dlstrlct of the terrltory, so she was vel':y ,{/Z://e /
happy to start a new JOb fta superb pPrll\gate practicein -, «/v Syllebl:
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north square near the Duke Street Towér. That area was / fe Lot
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much nearfey foP hef)and more to he@lild:}%. Even so, on (%Z)' ol

hep first m@-ning, she felt stresseﬁ. She ate a bowl of St 1icd.
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p&r?idge, checkeg hévself in the qu—;’r@' and washyﬁ her)
T dgn
faceina ht@y Then she put on a Iién yellow dress and’

a ﬂeece {a% picked upfher kit and headed fopwork.
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waltlng for hép. The w% vgaéé Sarah an official leter
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from the vet. The lette@ nnphe(i that t.Ol‘Lle animal could be
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sufferinﬁ from a rare form of fooctt and mouth di’seafsse,

whlch wa% surprlsmé because Eg},rnjl\ly you would only
expect to see it in a dogor a oat Sarah was sentimental,
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so this n(ie)xde hepfeel sorrgr for the beautiful bipd.
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Befofe long, that itchy goose began to strut around the

office like a lu;aﬁc, which m#de an uﬁ@w mess.
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The goose's ownef) Mary Harrison, kept calling
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"Comma, Comma," which Sarah thought was an odd
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choice far’a name. C(())mma was strm%“ an/d huge, so it

would take some fgrgee to trap her, but Sarah had a
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@%@g@, I@st she trie;l/ gently strokingol the goose'ﬁ/
lower béck w1€(h hérpalm, then singin% a tﬁne to hef,
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Finally, she %dminister;ﬁ ether. Hep dfforts wete not
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fflt;le. In no time, the goose began to tite, so Sarah was
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%ble to hol:& onto Comma and ggve hep a r'élaxing b%tlt
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Once Sarah had managed to bathe tﬁe goose, she wiped
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her off with a cloth and laid her on hepright side. Then
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Sarah co/{ﬁﬁmelé the vet's djagndsis. Almost
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@@j&t}lx she remen@;fecﬁve treatménf
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that requjied hePto measure out a lot of medicine,
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Sarah w&(yne)d that tins cousse of treatmg\l}f might be
wd) LT
expénsive-%ither five or six timeg the cost of penicillin, I
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can't un%gme paying so much, but 1\@@ Harrison-a

eg1s . . . . )
millionaire lgx/myer-tfmught it was a fair price for a cure.
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Yes, my grandmother is. . .uh. . . the amazing woman who helped me to see life very
differently after she told me the story of her life because she was born in a village in
Romania. It was after the war and during the war and they were very poor and of course
every, every woman try to find a man because they were just some, some, men because
of the war. Everybody was trying to, every woman try to find somebody to, to marriage.
And unfortunately my grandmother wasn’t very lucky. So she married with a man who
after two or three years started to terrorize her and sometimes he used to say that his,
their, children is not of his and my my grandmother cheated on him. Of course it was not,
not true, but. . . And the most incredible thing which my grandmother did, it was that ,
uh, in that period when everybody judge you in Romania in the village because this is the
kind of , eh, people are in Romania, uh, it was this idea that the woman have to, has to,
stay with the family and to suffer and support everything which happen. And after a
while, he, he treated her very badly. He beated her and for example my mom has
problem with her heart because she saw how her father beated her, her mother and my
mother fell and she was all blood and everywhere and that night he run after my
grandmother with the knife and my mom fall on the ground, lose her conscious then my
mom has problem with her heart. This is how his problem started and. . . my grandma
suffer very much and she was, she was fighting a lot to keep the family uneet and to be,
to be, together but in the end he realize that she couldn’t any, any way to escape form
this. And. . . in one night after. . . he used, used to drink a lot. My grandmother said that
he was a great man til he started to drink but after in three years he started to drink a lot
and he didn’t came home my grandmother has to do all the work and everything and. .

Once after he beated her, she went to the police station but the police was in another



village and this is the image I can’t forget when she told me that she came there into the
police and they say we can’t do anything because we don’t have proof. You have to call
us when he beats you because this is the way it is. But it was in another village so how
could she run when he beated her to the police and. . they were, they were, they were
quite indifferent about this. And, I can’t forget this image, my grandmother say that
when she came back from the police from the other village she has to pass through a
forest and she felt so alone, it was evening, and she felt like she has, she doesn’t have
anything, but, but her children, but nothing, she felt very alone and then when she enter in
her village so it was evening, the twilight, and she saw all these lights in the houses and
that peacefully atmosphere in other houses and she just started to cry and this is the image
I, it it follow me since I have heard this story like my grandmother walking on the village
and looking in the other people houses. . . about it. . . Maybe of course they had
problems, but in her head was that everybody has harmony and peace but her. And. . .
after. . . after a while she started to make a plan. She started to threaten him. Like if you
will beat me again, I will leave you. And he made. . . made fun of her like “oh, good for
you, go, because you will be the one who will come back where you think you will go,
what do you think you will do. “ And heg?aee/to say do you want me to put your luggage
or yourb}g right now? But he never he never believe that she is capable to do such a
thing and in one night after he beated her and then he was working, he was working in a
mine. . . in the mountains, and he used to go during the night till in the morning to the
work. My grandmother pack, she called the one, she had only one friend, a woman, who
help her and that woman was very scared. She said we have to hurry because if by any

chance he will come, he will definitely kill you so we have to hurry. We have. . . you



have to leave this very quickly. SO they took everything. She took the two kids, she had
three kids, but she took my mom and another son but thinking that she will come back
after the other one. And actually she did, in the end. And she left, she took the first train,
the first train who came. It was a train who went in &’ed) and this is how I was born in
( i €d). "And she get off from the train and she wrote on a piece of paper: Woman alone,
I’m looking, with two kids, I’m looking for work. And since that she was lucky because
she met a very good human soul.f’ém% help her a lot. Who offgr her a job, and in the
end, I can’t forget this, they they succeed to made a home by[(a . 7). But my
grandmother said it was so cold in that house and it was. . . they didn’t have anything,
they eat on the floor, they didn’t have chairs, they didn’t have table but she, she said that
they laugh all the time. Every evening, she with my mom, and with (??) who was the
other kid because they used to, used to make fun all the time about what her husband
could do now without her bring food and without her. . they feel so free and she said I
%If(;get that we didn’t have chairs, we didn’t have a bed, we sleep on the floor, we eat
on the floor, but we laugh every evening. We go to sleep laughing and smiling and this is
so important to havﬁggéﬁﬂfings in your family. And its amazing because of course
after she came back she went back in the village because her sisters were there. After
years. And a lot of people judge her and told they used to say she was a whore because
she left him. And she didn’t have this right because a lot of woman still suffered and
they were beated and they didn’t have this power. And I know, I remember, I was a child
and when we used to walk on the village, a lot of woman, I saw a lot of woman, talking

like whispering and look to my grandmother. And I didn’t know what happened and she

completely ignore everybody. She was so proud walking and I know. And we were so



happy, we were laughing all the time. She was so proud having nephews and}ﬁee/ nec
walking with me so free and telling everybody that now she has a family and. . of course
my mom get married with my father and till today my grandmother live with them

because she grov;zC she raise us, and she, I can, I, I still remember how woman look at her
with envy and at the same time talking badly about her but having so much envy in their
eyes and I didn’t know why because my grandmother didn’t tell me till I grow up all this

story. But this is my story.



